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Calera is located at 3326 N, 86°450 W (33.107572, -86.749964). According to the United
States Census Bureau, the city has a total ard2.6fsquare miles (33.5 km), of which, 12.9

square miles (0.1 km) of it (0.23%) is water.

Only a few families lived in Calera in early 185(_
and the small community was called Buxahatcl e
The arrival of the first railroad in Calera we
chartered March 4, 1848, and the tracks were
between January 1854 and June 15, 1855.
first through train between Louisville, Kentuc
and Montgomery, Alabama ran through Calera
September 28, 1872.

When the railroad arrived, lime workers came
settle, as the major industry in Calera was 1
manufacture of lime. In 1882 several limekilry
were operating the place acquired the name
Limeville. A Confederate post office wa
established during the war years. During the v {
the name was changed to Lime Kilns, also
referred to as Lime City and Lime Station. In 18&0neville Baptist Church" was constituted.
According to railroad schedules and post officeords, the community name was changed to
Calera in 1869, when the U.S. post office was distadxl. Calera comes from the Latin word
“"calx" meaning lime.

Calera was noted for its fine hotels, boarding lksumnd restaurants. The first hotel was built in
1872. However, it burned in 1874. The three magels, all conveniently located near the train
depot, were The Moss House, the Calera House sdt,veas later called, The Calera Hotel or
The Campbell House, probably the oldest of theethiEhe Vanderbilt was Calera's most
renowned hotel. It was built in 1882

Several newspapers have been published in Caleraloe years: the Shelby Sentinel, the Tariff
and Labor Advocate, the Farmers' Alliance, the Bhé&lews, the Calera Journal, all of the
nineteenth century; the Calera News, the ShelbynGoReview, and the Calera Independent,
published in the twentieth century. The earliesthelse, the Shelby Sentinel, formerly called the
Shelby Guide, was first published Columbiana in8.8rd moved its offices to Calera in late
1883.

The Shelby Sentinel, dated January 18, 1883, iteticthat there had been a school in Calera for
"two or three years." On January 29, 1885 a petitvas presented in the state legislature for the
incorporation of Calera. On August 7, 1885 thezeitis of Calera met to organize support for a
permanent public high school. At the state fail®87 the Calera Shoe Factory won a prize for
the best exhibit of Alabama manufactured shoes.

——
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Calera is home to the Heart of Dixie Railroad Musea three-block area which features antique
locomotives and railcars, a railroad museum andirsx@n train rides. The museum contains a
restored depot and railroad cars that sit outdidedepot. A train, complete with snack and gift
shop car, passenger cars from 1910-1950, engidecamose takes passengers down the rails
through the forest.

The Calera Parks and Recreation Department progdabty leisure and cultural opportunities
for all the citizens of Calera while protecting athancing Calera's natural heritage. The Parks
and Recreations Department maintain three park©thver Park Sports Complex, the George
W. Roy Recreational Park and The Ackridge Arborefemk.

Other notable characteristics include the RollinsHCamp, Dargin Community Center and the
Nazarene Church Lake reservoir

" #3 %

As of the census of 2000, there were 3,158 pedp?28 households, and 888 families residing
in the city. The population density was 244.9 peopér square mile (94.5/km). There were
1,400 housing units at an average density of 168.61i (41.9/km). The racial makeup of the
city was 77.42% White, 19.92% Black or African Amcan, 0.19% Native American, 0.54%

Asian, 0.06% Pacific Islander, 0.66% from otheresmacand 1.20% from two or more races.
1.90% of the population was Hispanic or Latino of aace.

There were 1,248 households out of which 33.0%didren under the age of 18 living with
them, 54.1% were married couples living togeth& 5% had a female householder with no
husband present, and 28.8% were non-families. 260#%ll households were made up of
individuals and 10.8% had someone living alone wias 65 years of age or older. The average
household size was 2.51 and the average familyngse3.04.

In the city the population was spread out with 26.@nder the age of 18, 8.2% from 18 to 24,
31.7% from 25 to 44, 20.9% from 45 to 64, and 12\8B6 were 65 years of age or older. The
median age was 34 years. For every 100 females there 93.0 males. For every 100 females
age 18 and over, there were 85.0 males.

It is currently (as of 2006/2007) the fastest gruyvcity in percentage (161%) in Alabama. The
unofficial population, as of 2006, is 8329.

%

The median income for a household in the city wats, @0, and the median income for a family
was $42,885. Males had a median income of $34,84821,750 for females. Per capita income
for the city was $16,395. About 12.2% of familieslal2.5% of the population were below the
poverty line, including 15.8% of those under ageah8 3.2% of those ages 65 or over.

Below are the Single-family new house construchanding permits in Calera:
2000: 206 buildings, average cost: $103,000
2001: 272 buildings, average cost: $108,500
2002: 375 buildings, average cost: $112,500
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2003: 353 buildings, average cost: $120,100
2004: 385 buildings, average cost: $119,800
2005: 643 buildings, average cost: $133,500
2006: 511 buildings, average cost: $117,800
2007: 455 buildings, average cost: $154,100

The most common industries for males are Constmcfi6%, Utilities 9%, Professional,
scientific, and technical services 6%, EducaticeaVices 4%, Accommodation and food
services 4%, Health care 4% and Public adminisina@Pao.

The most common industries for females are Finamokinsurance 14%, Educational services
14%, Health care 11%, Accommodation and food sesvi?%, Professional, scientific, and

technical Services 6%, Religious, grant-makingicgigrofessional and similar organizations 6%
and Social assistance 6%.

Calera's atmosphere and central location is comdutd continued industrial development.
Evidence of this lies in the several large indestthat have located in Calera, including LaFarge
Cement, Vulcan Materials, Chemlime, Sysco Corporatand Alabama Dynamics. Many
smaller, specialized industries have also locatgdalera.

The Calera Search and Rescue Unit is a 20 memih@ntaoy service designed to serve Calera
and surrounding areas. The unit is made up ofr€&lee and Calera Police personnel. This
unit was formed in late 1999. The unit performshhamgle rescue, confined space rescue, and
underwater tasks. The unit currently has fifteeuba divers and eight are Underwater Crime
Scene Investigators.

Calera has 32 (25 officers) full-time Law Enforcethemployees and their own 911 system

The Public Works Department for the City of Caleyacomprised of the Street and Sanitation
Departments. The Street Department is responblmbst street repair, street resurfacing, road
building, drainage pipe installation, sign placetheplacement, and any other such task. The
Sanitation Department collects all refuse includmaysehold waste and yard debris and certain
commercial garbage collection.

Calera's public schools are part of the Shelby Go&cthools system and are accredited by
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, whrdvides them with an access to a network
of services and technical assistance.

|n|%

Transportation infrastructure consists of roadwhysrstate I-65 (Three Access Locations)
Exits 228, 231, 234, US Highway 31, AL Highway 2%aAL Highway 70. Railroads are CSX

and Norfolk Southern. Shelby County Airport is ltath within Calera City Limits and the

Birmingham International Airport is 25 miles Nowmh Calera
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Capabilities

The Legal and Regulatory Capability survey documenithorities available to the jurisdiction
and/or enabling legislation at the state levelaiifg planning and land management tools that
support local hazard mitigation planning effortfieTidentified planning and land management
tools are typically used by states and local atéltjurisdictions to implement hazard mitigation
activities. If the jurisdiction does not have theapability or authority, does another
entity/jurisdiction have this authority at a highevel of government (county, parish, or regional
political entity), or does the state prohibit tledl jurisdictions from having this authority?
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The Administrative and Technical Capacity surveyutnents personnel employed by your
jurisdiction and the public and private sector tgses that may be accessed to mitigate hazards
in the community. For smaller jurisdictions witlmited capacities, no local staff resources may
be available for many of the categories. If so tdgmublic resources at the next higher level of
government that may be able to provide technicgibtnce to the community.

For some hazard mitigation actions, consider fddmyancies that provide technical assistance,
such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDApQerative Extension Service, which has
offices in most counties. The planning team in lracanmunities must be creative in identifying
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outside resources to augment limited local capedsli This information will be used when
evaluating alternative mitigation actions and wpegparing your mitigation.

City of Calera
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The Fiscal Capability survey identifies whether finesdiction has access to or is eligible to
certain financial resources for hazard mitigation.
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The Mitigation Committee believes that each offtiilwing goals, objectives, and action items
IS necessary to begin to address hazard issuegyiiCCalera. The following goal statements
represent a broad target for City of Calera andnitgnicipalities to achieve through the
implementation of their own specific Mitigation Aah Plans before the next Plan update.
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The actions listed in each jurisdiction’s Mitigatid\ction Plan serve as an easily understood
menu of mitigation policies and projects for lodacision-makers who want to quickly review
their jurisdiction’s respective element of the ctwwide Plan. In preparing the individual
MAP’s, each jurisdiction considered their overakhrd risk and capability to mitigate identified
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hazards as recorded through the risk and capalakgsessment process and to meet the

countywide mitigation goals and the unique needs@f community.

Each jurisdiction participating in this Plan is pessible for implementing specific mitigation

actions as prescribed in the adopted Mitigationigh. In each Mitigation Action Plan, every

proposed action is assigned to a specific localadegent or agency in order to assign
responsibility and accountability and increaselikedlihood of subsequent implementation. This
approach enables individual jurisdictions to upddier uniqgue mitigation strategy as needed
without altering the broader focus of the countyavidlan. The separate adoption of locally
specific actions also ensures that each jurisdictsonot held responsible for monitoring and
implementing the actions of other jurisdictionsoiwed in the planning process.

4

Prioritizing mitigation actions for each jurisdioti was based on the “STAPLEE” process.
“STAPLEE” uses multiple factors under the categored Scial, Technical, Alministration,
Legal, EEonomic and_Bvironment. The original STAPLEE factors have beeadified to
enhance the prioritization process. The enhancemieciude adding life, property and economic
items to the Social category and implementing wangh factors to Social and Economic
categories. A weighting factor of 3 is used forsl@s life and a weighting factor of 1 through
nine is used for Economic impact of the hazard oetice. A weighting factor of 2 is used for
cost/benefit items. The actual table used for firzation is at the end of this section.
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Each jurisdiction participating in this Plan is pessible for implementing specific mitigation
actions as prescribed in the adopted MitigationigkctPlan. In each Mitigation Action Plan,
every proposed action is assigned to a specifial Idepartment or agency in order to assign
responsibility and accountability and increaselikalihood of subsequent implementation. This
approach enables individual jurisdictions to upddwgir uniqgue mitigation strategy as needed
without altering the broader focus of the countyavi@lan. The separate adoption of locally
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specific actions also ensures that each jurisdictsonot held responsible for monitoring and
implementing the actions of other jurisdictionsaiwed in the planning process.
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