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The early history of Columbiana (Columbia, as iasworiginally called) preceded the
organization of the county of Shelby, and the adiars of Alabama as a State into the Union in
1819. Before any settlements were made at the pldmge Columbiana is located, several

communities, having a considerable populatic= b Y
had been formed in different parts of the cout )
with the vicinity of Montevallo being the mos | ~

numerous. There were populous communit'
located in and around Harpersville. A lar
number had also settled m the neighborhood
Wilsonville. The first settlers at Columbiana canl E
principally from the vicinity of Harpersville anc ‘ S
Wilsonville in 1821, deriving title from the j"
government. In 1824, the first mercantile businé

was started in Columbiana. ~

In 1826 the county courthouse was moved to~ .
old school building in Columbia, located in tk
central part of Shelby County. The Sta
Legislature changed its name to Columbiana
January 13, 1832, and the county seat was t
permanently located at Columbiana. Incorpora

in 1837, with corporate limits one-quarter mile ...
each direction from the public square. .

The year 1837 was signalized by the departurelafge portion of the Indians, who were hostile
to the whites. They were principally the Muscogaed Seminoles who had occupied portions of
Talladega and Calhoun counties, and were occupyingrge numbers the lands along the
Tallapoosa River. They were always ready for aragfivith the whites and their Indian allies. It

was principally against these tribes that Gen'lkdac came in 1813 with a large force to

Talladega and Tallapoosa counties to protect theew/in those counties.

Prior to the Civil War, an iron foundry was located Columbiana. Shelby Iron Works of
Columbiana operated throughout the Civil War anklaellum period. Manufacturing at Shelby
Iron Works was instrumental to Confederate Statiste during the Civil War. The company
may well have been the largest Alabama supplieCarifederate iron during the war. The vast
majority of the company output went to the NavapBement, although, iron for side arms and
rifles was also supplied by the iron works

In 1850 a stage-line, connecting Columbiana withnMwallo, and other places was established.
After the stage-line was superseded by the railioat855, the old coach was still used for a
long time as a hack to carry passengers from thetde the tavern.

In 1854, the decision was made to build anothentgocourthouse, which is today referred to as
the "old courthouse." Construction began on theretiir stone courthouse in 1905. The
cornerstone ceremony was held April 5, 1906. Anitamidwas completed in 1954. It received a
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multi-million dollar renovation in the early 19908n March 4, 2006 the contents were removed
from the cornerstone and placed on display at Hety County Museum & Archives.

Source “concise history of Columbiana” Joseph Ltd?e

The Shelby County Historical Society Museum andhizes is housed in the 1854 Shelby
County Courthouse.

The Karl C. Harrison/ Smith Harrison Museum of GgoMashington (Largest collection of
George and Martha Washington Memorabilia outsideMaiunt Vernon) is located in the
Mildred B. Harrison Regional Library.

Park facilities include a Park near Elvin Hill Elentary School and the Columbiana Sports
Complex on McDow Road. The City Park features waljpa, picnic tables, playground and
swing-sets. Adjacent are Lewis and Bolton Girldttsdl Fields. The sports complex features
batting cages, a playground, four baseball fiedd®otball field and a walking track.

In 1986 a group of patriotic citizens organizedsfmnsor Columbiana’s first Liberty Day to
honor and to celebrate the 100th anniversary ofta&ue of Liberty. In response to their efforts,
the first Liberty Day was held on Main Street ireteummer of 1986 and featured patriotic
music, local dance groups, and fireworks. Libergyls held each year on the last Saturday of
June in downtown Columbiana, Alabama

"#$

As of the census of 2000, there were 3,316 pedpk&§0 households, and 868 families residing
in the city. The population density was 218.5 peqpr square mile. There were 1,372 housing
units at an average density of 90.4/sq mi (34.9kitde racial makeup of the city was 78.59%
White, 19.60% Black or African American, 0.24% Nati American, 0.15% Asian, 0.03%
Pacific Islander, 0.66% from other races, and 0.7&8n two or more races. 1.99% of the
population was Hispanic or Latino of any race.

There were 1,260 households out of which 34.0%déldren under the age of 18 living with
them, 51.8% were married couples living togeth&.4% had a female householder with no
husband present, and 31.1% were non-families. 2%2%ll households were made up of
individuals and 12.9% had someone living alone wias 65 years of age or older. The average
household size was 2.50 and the average familyn&ze3.10.

In the city the population was spread out with 2b.9nder the age of 18, 8.3% from 18 to 24,
31.6% from 25 to 44, 21.8% from 45 to 64, and 12wk6 were 65 years of age or older. The
median age was 36 years. For every 100 females there 100.5 males. For every 100 females
age 18 and over, there were 93.2 males.

% !'$

The median income for a household in the city wa4 @34, and the median income for a family
was $44,798. Males had a median income of $34,8%ug $21,193 for females. The per capita
income for the city was $18,086. About 8.2% of fimsi and 11.5% of the population were

below the poverty line, including 15.3% of thoselenage 18 and 14.2% of those age 65 or over
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The most common occupations for males includes:eOfroduction occupations including

supervisors (8%), Electrical equipment mechanicsa@her installation, maintenance, and repair
occupations including supervisors (6%), Other managnt occupations except farmers and
farm managers (5%), Metal workers and plastic warK8%), Top executives (4%), Laborers
and material movers, hand (4%), Material recordsaheduling, dispatching, and distributing
workers (4%).

The most common occupations for females includesredaries and administrative assistants
(7%), Information and record clerks except custosewice representatives (6%), Other office
and administrative support workers including suamns (6%), Other management occupations
except farmers and farm managers (5%), Preschmaleigarten, elementary and middle school
teachers (5%), Waiters and waitresses (5%), Otladgssand related workers including
supervisors (4%)

Commerce is also abundant featuring the Elasticp@ation of America, Citation Foam
Casting, Central Alabama Fabricators, upscale Iratal antique shops, fine dining and lots
more. Having easy access to Interstate I-65, High@280 and Lay Lake is a real plus in this
charming bedroom community.

1&

Columbiana, as county seat, is home to many CoGuayernment offices and Organizations
such as the Shelby County Board of Education, Thedly County Sheriffs Department and the
Adult Jail and the Harrison Regional Library, thaimoffice of the Shelby County Libraries.
Columbiana has 12 full-time Law Enforcement Empés/€8 officers) and their own 911 system
The fire department has 30 firefighters of whicarg also EMT’s.

Education

Elvin Hill Elementary School- Kindergarten througtith Grade, enrollment is 579.

Columbiana Middle School- Sixth Grade through HigBtrade, enrollemnt is 500.

Shelby County High School- Ninth Grade through TtheGrade. The Shelby County Wildcats
school colors are maroon and white. Its sports seame part of the Alabama High School
Athletic Association Class 5A. Enrollment is 653

Shelby County School of Technology- career techmeater, enroliment is 35.

Cornerstone Christian School- private school seninekindergarten through Twelfth Grade,
enrollment is 253.

The Legal and Regulatory Capability survey documenithorities available to the jurisdiction
and/or enabling legislation at the state leveldaiifg planning and land management tools that
support local hazard mitigation planning effortfieTidentified planning and land management
tools are typically used by states and local aiba@ltjurisdictions to implement hazard mitigation
activities. If the jurisdiction does not have thaapability or authority, does another
entity/jurisdiction have this authority at a highevel of government (county, parish, or regional
political entity), or does the state prohibit tledl jurisdictions from having this authority?

\ & $'! " ( ' |
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The Administrative and Technical Capacity surveyutnents personnel employed by your
jurisdiction and the public and private sector tegses that may be accessed to mitigate hazards
in the community. For smaller jurisdictions witimited capacities, no local staff resources may
be available for many of the categories. If so idgmublic resources at the next higher level of
government that may be able to provide technicgibtnce to the community.

For some hazard mitigation actions, consider fddmyancies that provide technical assistance,
such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDApQerative Extension Service, which has
offices in most counties. The planning team in lracanmunities must be creative in identifying
outside resources to augment limited local capasli This information will be used when
evaluating alternative mitigation actions and wpegparing your mitigation.
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The Fiscal Capability survey identifies whether jinésdiction has access to or is eligible to use
certain financial resources for hazard mitigation.
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The Mitigation Committee believes that each offtiilwing goals, objectives, and action items
IS necessary to begin to address hazard issuestynoC Columbiana. The following goal

statements represent a broad target for City ouu@blana and its municipalities to achieve
through the implementation of their own specifictigition Action Plans before the next Plan

update.
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The actions listed in each jurisdiction’s Mitigatid\ction Plan serve as an easily understood
menu of mitigation policies and projects for lodacision-makers who want to quickly review
their jurisdiction’s respective element of the ctwide Plan. In preparing the individual
MAP’s, each jurisdiction considered their overalkhrd risk and capability to mitigate identified
hazards as recorded through the risk and capataksessment process and to meet the
countywide mitigation goals and the unique needs@f community.

Each jurisdiction participating in this Plan is pessible for implementing specific mitigation
actions as prescribed in the adopted Mitigationigh. In each Mitigation Action Plan, every
proposed action is assigned to a specific localadegent or agency in order to assign
responsibility and accountability and increaselitkedlihood of subsequent implementation. This
approach enables individual jurisdictions to upddier uniqgue mitigation strategy as needed
without altering the broader focus of the countyavidlan. The separate adoption of locally
specific actions also ensures that each jurisdictsonot held responsible for monitoring and
implementing the actions of other jurisdictionsoiwed in the planning process.
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Prioritizing mitigation actions for each jurisdioti was based on the “STAPLEE” process.
“STAPLEE” uses multiple factors under the categored Scial, Technical, Alministration,
Legal, EEonomic and_Bvironment. The original STAPLEE factors have beeadified to
enhance the prioritization process. The enhancenmieciude adding life, property and economic
items to the Social category and implementing wangh factors to Social and Economic
categories. A weighting factor of 3 is used forsl@s life and a weighting factor of 1 through
nine is used for Economic impact of the hazard oetice. A weighting factor of 2 is used for
cost/benefit items. The table used for prioritiaatis at the end of this section.
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Each jurisdiction participating in this Plan is pessible for implementing specific mitigation
actions as prescribed in the adopted MitigationigkctPlan. In each Mitigation Action Plan,
every proposed action is assigned to a specifial ldepartment or agency in order to assign
responsibility and accountability and increaselikedlihood of subsequent implementation. This
approach enables individual jurisdictions to upddier uniqgue mitigation strategy as needed
without altering the broader focus of the countyavidlan. The separate adoption of locally
specific actions also ensures that each jurisdictsonot held responsible for monitoring and
implementing the actions of other jurisdictionsoiwed in the planning process.
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