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Pelham is located at 33°18�16� N 86°47�5� W / 33.30444°N 86.78472°W / 33.30444, -86.78472 
(33.304581, -86.784620)[1]. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the city has a total area of 
38.3 square miles (99.3 km²), of which, 38.0 square miles (98.4 km²) of it is land and 0.3 square 
miles (0.9 km²) of it (0.89%) is water 
 Three months after Shelby County was formed, 
county court was established in what is today the 
City of Pelham.  At that time the settlement was 
called Shelbyville and some historians have 
referred to it as Middleton (supposedly because it 
was near the middle of what was considered 
Shelby County at that time).  In 1820, the first 
courthouse was built in Shelbyville. This structure 
was intended to be only a temporary court and in 
1826, the courthouse was moved to Columbiana. 
Sometime after the Civil War the settlement of 
Shelbyville was renamed Pelham in honor of 
Major John Pelham.  Major Pelham, a Civil War 
hero, fought in more than 60 battles.  His greatest 
battle was at Fredericksburg where he confused a 
federal army of 120,000 men with his brilliant 
one-gun barrage from their flank.  His contribution to the Confederate victory that day was major 
and General Robert E. Lee cited the part played by "the gallant Pelham" in his official report.  
Major Pelham was killed at the Battle of Kelly’s Ford in 1863.  He was promoted to Lt. Colonel 
after his death.  According to his biographers, John Pelham “was among the most illustrious of 
Alabama’s sons that supported the Confederate cause.” 
The first city hall was located in the old Pelham school, a wooden building built by the WPA.  In 
1975, this building was demolished and the present city hall was built on the site. The City of 
Pelham was incorporated on July 10, 1964 with a population of 654. 

������������������������
Oak Mountain State Park, the largest state park in Alabama, is in Pelham’s backyard.  Scenic 
hiking trails, horseback riding, a petting farm for youngsters, fishing, boating and golf are just a 
few of the activities offered at this beautiful park located on 10,000 acres. The Oak Mountain 
Amphitheater schedules concerts May – September. 
The Pelham city park offers a wonderful playground for children, a walking track and picnic 
areas. The Pelham Civic Complex provides ice-skating and tennis. Ballantrae Golf Club opened 
June 1, 2004 with eighteen beautiful holes, designed by Bob Cupp.  
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The population of Pelham has exploded over the last several decades.  When the City of Pelham 
incorporated in 1964, the population was 654 persons and growth was modest throughout the rest 
of the 1960’s despite a 42 percent change or 277 additional persons by 1970.  The 1970’s 
ushered in an era of unprecedented growth in Pelham, mirroring the national trend of suburbs 
experiencing tremendous growth over the last half century located on the fringe of major 
metropolitan areas.  From 1970 to 1980, Pelham’s population grew from 931 to 6,759 persons 
representing a huge increase of 626 percent.  This trend continued in the 1980’s with Pelham 
experiencing a population increase of nearly 45 percent or 9,765 persons.  During the 1990’s, 
Pelham’s population increased by 4,604 persons or 47 percent to 14, 369 as reported in the 2000 
Census. 
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The City of Pelham is expected to continue its historical trend of population growth over the next 
25 years. The RPCGB projects Pelham to have a population of 21,448 by the 2010 Census, 
28,527 by the 2020 Census and 32,067 in 2025. 
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According to the 2000 Census, whites represent approximately 90 percent of the population in 
Pelham.  The largest segment of the nonwhite population consists of Hispanics with 923 in 2000 
compared to just 71 in 1990.  
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According to the 2000 Census, the median family income in Pelham is $63,994.  The high 
median income indicates a wealthy city population.  The largest majority of families (1,205) in 
Pelham fall within the $50,000 to $74,999 income range.  Nearly 750 families in Pelham have an 
income over $100,000, with 70 families earning in excess of $200,000.  Approximately 375 
families have an income under $25,000. 
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Comparative employment by occupation in Pelham and Shelby County are even at 42.9 percent 
of their labor force being in management, professional and related occupations, and they are both 
ahead of the Birmingham MSA at 34.4 percent and the State of Alabama at 29.5 percent.  
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Single-family new house construction building permits in Pelham Include:  

· 2000: 393 buildings, average cost: $132,800  

· 2001: 435 buildings, average cost: $131,400  

· 2002: 344 buildings, average cost: $119,800  

· 2003: 296 buildings, average cost: $151,900  

· 2004: 411 buildings, average cost: $162,500  

· 2005: 292 buildings, average cost: $209,600  
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· 2006: 315 buildings, average cost: $196,300  

· 2007: 258 buildings, average cost: $174,400 
Water Characteristics in Pelham include Streams: Peavine Branch, Peavine Creek, Johnson 
Brook, Brown Branch, Beech Branch, Cahaba Valley Creek, Lee Branch, Hogpen Creek and Big 
Sucker Brook 
The City of Pelham enjoys a thriving economy.  Pelham is a pro-growth community that has 
welcomed commercial developments over the years because a solid tax base enables the City to 
provide essential city services such as police and fire protection.  The economic vitality of a 
community relies on the ability to attract and maintain business and industry.   The existing 
businesses and industries in Pelham create a substantial amount of professional and service 
sector jobs.  Since 1990, the city budget has increased from $2.5 million to over $33 million in 
Fiscal Year 2008.  Projected revenues for Fiscal Year 2008 are over $38.6 million. 

� 3������������
The City of Pelham operates under the Mayor/Council Act. The Mayor serves as the city's chief 
executive and the City Council much like a board of directors. The city also has a chief of police, 
fire chief, building inspector, permits clerk, city clerk, revenue director, parks manager, 
waterworks superintendent, librarian, and departments thereof 
All schools located in the City of Pelham are under the jurisdiction of the Shelby County school 
system.  Shelby County is recognized for its award winning schools.   
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Pelham has an excellent transportation system that includes Interstate 65, U.S. Highway 31, State 
Highway 119, State Highway 261 and County Roads 33, 52, and 11. 
Pelham has access to other modes of transportation, such as air, rail and water, located within the 
Birmingham metropolitan area.  Passenger and cargo services are available at the Birmingham 
International Airport located approximately 20 miles from Pelham.  Also, local, regional and air 
courier service is available at the Bessemer Airport and the Shelby County Airport. 
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The Legal and Regulatory Capability survey documents authorities available to the jurisdiction 
and/or enabling legislation at the state level affecting planning and land management tools that 
support local hazard mitigation planning efforts. The identified planning and land management 
tools are typically used by states and local and tribal jurisdictions to implement hazard mitigation 
activities. If the jurisdiction does not have this capability or authority, does another 
entity/jurisdiction have this authority at a higher level of government (county, parish, or regional 
political entity), or does the state prohibit the local jurisdictions from having this authority? 
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The Administrative and Technical Capacity survey documents personnel employed by your 
jurisdiction and the public and private sector resources that may be accessed to mitigate hazards 
in the community. For smaller jurisdictions with limited capacities, no local staff resources may 
be available for many of the categories. If so identify public resources at the next higher level of 
government that may be able to provide technical assistance to the community. 
For some hazard mitigation actions, consider federal agencies that provide technical assistance, 
such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Cooperative Extension Service, which has 
offices in most counties. The planning team in rural communities must be creative in identifying 
outside resources to augment limited local capabilities. This information will be used when 
evaluating alternative mitigation actions and when preparing your mitigation. 
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The Fiscal Capability survey identifies whether the jurisdiction has access to or is eligible to use 
certain financial resources for hazard mitigation.  
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The Mitigation Committee believes that each of the following goals, objectives, and action items 
is necessary to begin to address hazard issues in City of Pelham. The following goal statements 
represent a broad target for City of Pelham and its municipalities to achieve through the 
implementation of their own specific Mitigation Action Plans before the next Plan update. 
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The actions listed in each jurisdiction’s Mitigation Action Plan serve as an easily understood 
menu of mitigation policies and projects for local decision-makers who want to quickly review 
their jurisdiction’s respective element of the countywide Plan. In preparing the individual 
MAP’s, each jurisdiction considered their overall hazard risk and capability to mitigate identified 
hazards as recorded through the risk and capability assessment process and to meet the 
countywide mitigation goals and the unique needs of their community.  
Each jurisdiction participating in this Plan is responsible for implementing specific mitigation 
actions as prescribed in the adopted Mitigation Actions. In each Mitigation Action Plan, every 
proposed action is assigned to a specific local department or agency in order to assign 
responsibility and accountability and increase the likelihood of subsequent implementation. This 
approach enables individual jurisdictions to update their unique mitigation strategy as needed 
without altering the broader focus of the countywide Plan. The separate adoption of locally 
specific actions also ensures that each jurisdiction is not held responsible for monitoring and 
implementing the actions of other jurisdictions involved in the planning process. 
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Prioritizing mitigation actions for each jurisdiction was based on the “STAPLEE” process. 
“STAPLEE” uses multiple factors under the categories of Social, Technical, Administration, 
Legal, Economic and Environment. The original STAPLEE factors have been modified to 
enhance the prioritization process. The enhancements include adding life, property and economic 
items to the Social category and implementing weighting factors to Social and Economic 
categories. A weighting factor of 3 is used for loss of life and a weighting factor of 1 through 
nine is used for Economic impact of the hazard occurrence. A weighting factor of 2 is used for 
cost/benefit items. The table used for prioritization is at the end of this section 
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Each jurisdiction participating in this Plan is responsible for implementing specific mitigation 
actions as prescribed in the adopted Mitigation Action Plan. In each Mitigation Action Plan, 
every proposed action is assigned to a specific local department or agency in order to assign 
responsibility and accountability and increase the likelihood of subsequent implementation. This 
approach enables individual jurisdictions to update their unique mitigation strategy as needed 
without altering the broader focus of the countywide Plan. The separate adoption of locally 
specific actions also ensures that each jurisdiction is not held responsible for monitoring and 
implementing the actions of other jurisdictions involved in the planning process. 
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